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The Call mlletin,(Sqn Francisco, 'Tz;lifcmia)
Monday, December 10, 1956

RED PROPAGANDA FLOOD HERR

Cloes to 2,000,000 pieces of Conmunist propaganda - magasines, pamphlets,
films.and the like originat ing in Russia, Iron Zurtain countries and: China -
pour into San Francisco every year.

<

This startling disclosure was m.de % the Rouse subcommittes en un-

Anerican activities as it opened local he rings today.

The testimony came from Irving Fis: unan, who was appoeinted by t.hc Treasury
Department two years ago to the job of ccntrolling the propaganda floed on a
national basis Some L5 American pcrts are urder his jurisdiction.

Exbassies' Roles ; '

Fisiman revealed also that in a sampling of 100 lfta(:b.l of Iron Curtain
countries’ embasaiss ana consul: tes, 82 were engaged in subversive activities -
32 in intelligence work against this country, 21 in Communist party activities
ard 29 in other fields.

He said the check was m'de by the Central Intollipnoo Agency trﬂ that
these Red aides are immune from the iaws against receiving pnpqanh material
. becanso they are registered as foreign agemts.

Yants It Labeled

Chairman Clyde Doyle of the subcommittee asked Piobﬂl to luhit
detailed memorandum of recammended legis1 ation to stem the propuanda tido,
declaring: _

"We feel that anybody who wants 4 read it should have it. But the
recipient who disseminates it should say so, and what it ie."

. This spate of foreign political material, Fishman said, Il i‘mcreqpt.od
unc{or the mthority of the '-‘oroign agernts Rezistration Act.. o

1

Almed at Students . ’ .

: "Most of it," he continued, is directed to nny ntudont orwint:.om '
- and colhgn in the United butos. ' . v

During Mgnst, September and October, he contim-d, more than 490,000

pleces of Communist propaganda were intercepted, and recently he and his
aides caught-a major diutributlon of i pablication eallod Student Aeek.
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3id to Meet

This one was directed to every school and student organization above
Junior high level angd invited students everywhere to¢ attend an intomat.icnal
meet last month in one of the Iron Zurtain countriss.

. In further testimony Fishnan declnnd Coaomuni st propagmda appears in
practically all of the world's languages, but that he has yet to ses a .
piece of it labeled as propaganda.

- Communist agents, he went on, hindle the distributien if the stuff slips
put the governgent. He described one shipment his departaernt intercepted as
a batch of purported newsreel and feature films designed to provo ‘this ecountry
used germ warfare in Korn. )

"Red Gloriss®

Much of the material, he added, attempts to depict the ";lorico" of
1life undsr the Soviets, ud.th a lot of this dealing with Hungary recently.

"It was colpletol,y contrary to what has been reported in cur n.ovupapers,
he said,
] ' .
Fishman's. appeared followed brief testimony from Collector of Customs
Chester McPhee, who ,said that 80 per cent of the 20,000 ships that enter this
port anmually are from the Orient. '

The huringa are being held in tre jampacked oourtroon of federal Judge
Michael J. bch-, with deputy marshals on guard te pranm. outbursts.

PurpomofOroup . | _ :

* Subcommit tee Chairman Doyle of los Angnloa, cpond t.edv'l session ld.th
a slashing statement df the two majcr purposes of his grewp.

"The first of these," he sald, "concerns the devieus influx ef Co-milt
propaganda, which is flooding many areas of the Unitd sum from sources
behind the Iron Curtain. .
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Fx%m San Framcisco Chroniele
Tuesday, Décember 11, 1956

.. PROHERS HERE ASSAIL RiD DIPLOMATS

By Peter Trimble

A Huse Un-Mericgn Activities Subcommit tee, mseting here yesterday,
basted the diplomatic corps of Soviet-bloc countries as subversive and
their esbassies as possihle circulation centers for Commnist prepaganda.

_ Richard Arens, director of the subcommittse, told an open hearing he
had the Central Intelligence Agency -heck the backgrounds ef 100 "Irom
Curtain country® diplomats picked at random.

. The CIA,.hs said, reported that 32 of the group were in "active
intelligence work," 21 were in Commrist organization work and 29 were
involved in "ether subversive activities." *

]
20 #itnesses . . | ' . ’

The testimory was made as the subcomnittes, compesed of Represeptatives
Clyde Deyle (Dem=Calif.), chaimman, and Gotdog Scherer (Rep~Ohie) and Harold
Velde (Rep-Ill.) called about 20 witnesses to the caurtroem ef Pederal Judge
Michasl J. Roche in the Post Office Building. , o

The Congressmen said they were interested in two things:

1. A *floed of Communist propaganda® that is coming into the United
States bty mail, and o

2. Pﬁlﬂnl subversion by Canmunist agents. . ' . L

The diplomatic corps worried t.hc"m, they said, because sven if more .
stringent lews were passed to control propaganda entering this esuntry,
diplomatic immunity would allow the material to be sent to embassies and
passed on from there.

Checking Unit ¢ , | § T ot

As the firet major witness, the subcomnittes called Irving Pishman, &
deputy collector ef customs in New York and the director of thres 'Qqth
units that check incoming bulk mail shipmernts for .’pﬁp“&,. RN '

 Pidwmm revealed that ene of the ost active units under his cemtrsl

is in San FPrancisco. The others are at New York and Chicage. L

. . During Mmgfist, September and October, Pishaan suld the uurqtm
unit uncevered 156,575 packages containing 490,330 pieces -of printed pm

’ ;... ".
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* that were éons:ldered progdganda, ’
[ ]
- Under. ‘t.ba Foreign Aioants Pebiqgm_,_.n ict, he sald, all matter do?.oruimd
to be propaganda from foreizn courtrims is suppond to bo labelsd as sugh. He
nas yet to finl any such publizaticre sc labeled, he testified. -

Most of the material couning tnroig: San Francisco, he said, is print.od in
. Rusain, packaged in Red Cnina and £&iloa here through Hong Kon;.

‘Sacks As Bvidency

To back up his testimony he broight into the ceurtrees six large uil
sacks. MNast bwo the stencil, "Repibligue Fepulaire D- ch!m.

Bundles of pamphlets in tre sac s e addressed to perwna throu gheut
the United States. Fr.:x .aem cine tiiles  i:n as "Aompn's China," '"Psople's
China," "New China Advances into Scoiilism,n md "Social .lelfare Comes to

Hangazy. "

* ' Velde sald the subcommittee dia ri want t.c atop suwch material froa
coming into the U. S. but that propagania lhould be labeled as such and
regalated by the Department of Justiza.

MacPhee On Stand _
' Chestsr MacPhee, Collector of Zustons here, also testified briefly. -

Wile no wmilling witnesses sers cslled during the imitial seasien,
Doyle made it alear that any person who created a disturbance daring the
hearing wenld be tossed cut. Pour were ejected from cemmittes hearings in
los ingelss last wesk. .
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